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Hernandez Amendment to Reform I nitiative Process M oves Forward

Sacramento, CA — California State Assemblymember Dr. Ed Hernar{@e¥/est Covina) saw his constitutional
amendment to reform California’s ailing initiatiggstem pass out of the Assembly Committee on Blestand
Redistricting today.

“I was glad to see this proposal make progressl Bairnandez, “Our initiative system was createprtwide an
opportunity for the people to engage in direct deraoy, but it has been hijacked by billionaires apdcial interests with
their own agendas. It is time to take it back.”

Hernandez’ Assembly Constitutional Amendment 13 AAL3) will require any initiative attaining the neigite number
of signatures that would qualify it for the baltairrently (5% of all registered voters for proposéatutes and 8% of all
registered voters for constitutional amendments$ysobe submitted to the Legislature for publeahings and a vote.
During these hearings, proponents and opponerithavie the opportunity to publicly address potdngisues with the
proposed measure. The Legislature will have 3Bltive daygo consider and act on these initiatives.

“Over the last decade, Californians have been tbtoe/ote on 63 different, complex initiatives. igkver-increasing
number of ballot initiatives reveals an alarmingnt for our state's priorities and long-term pebci California's
legislative agenda is now run by ballot initiativesher than the elected members of the Legislatmetinued
Hernandez, “This amendment puts the responsiliditgeciding whether an initiative is good publiipy squarely on
the shoulders of those who are directly accountabl®ters.”

Under Hernandez’ proposal, if proponents of andtite accept legislative amendments and deciddgttawraw their
measure from the ballot, the Legislature would adtdpy floor vote in both houses. Any measurd titaates a new
statute or changes an existing one must be appimvadnajority vote from members in both houseanéasure
proposing an amendment to the Constitution musipipeoved by a two-thirds vote from members in baitises.
Statutes passing out of both houses would be stéairid the Governor’s office for signature, andstitational
amendments would be placed on the ballot for vapgroval.

If supporters of a particular initiative declineethegislature’s amendments, or if their initiatfads passage in the
Legislature, they can still have it placed directtythe ballot by collecting a higher thresholigihatures (10% of all
registered voters for proposed statutes and 1688 #gistered voters for constitutional amendmgents

Hernandez proposal includes significant reform€atifornia’s initiative process, but they are refgrthat many have
recognized as critical to ensuring good governamdiee state. In fact, ACA 13 adopts several efrdicommendations
from the Center for Governmental Studies 2008 rtejf@@mocracy by Initiative.” Robert Stern, Presitlef the Center
for Governmental Studies, provided each committemlrer a copy of the report during today’s hearing.

“If we learned anything from this last series afiatives in May, it is that voters are tired ofvirag to bear the burden of
state governance in the form of ballot initiativesiid Hernandez, “The only way we can make thikwsto have the
people who were elected to craft California’s |gphasy a role in our initiative process.”

Assemblymember Hernandez represents the 57th Agg@&ndirict, which includes the cities of Azusa,|Bain Park,
Covina, La Puente, West Covina, Irwindale, Indysaind other unincorporated areas of Los Angelesityou
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